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No person or persons shall conduct or transact business in this State under an assumed name, or under any designation, 
name or style, corporate or otherwise, other than the real name or names of the individual or individuals conducting or 
transacting such business, unless such person or persons shall file in the office of the County Clerk of the county in 
which such person or persons conduct or transact or intend to conduct or transact such business, a certificate setting 
forth the name under which the business is, or is to be, conducted or transacted, and the true or real full name or names 
of the person or persons owning, conducting or transacting the same, with the post office address or addresses of such 
person or persons and every address where such business is, or is to be, conducted or transacted in the county.  The 
certificate shall be executed and duly acknowledged by the person or persons so conducting or intending to conduct the 
business. 
 
Notice of the filing of the certificate shall be published in a newspaper, of general circulation published within the 
county in which the certificate is filed.  Such notice shall be published once a week for 3 consecutive weeks.  The first 
publication shall be within 15 days after the certificate is filed in the office of the County Clerk.  Proof of publication 
shall be filed with the County Clerk within 50 days from the date of filing the certificate.  Upon receiving proof of 
publication, the clerk shall issue a receipt to the person filing such certificate, but no additional charge shall be assessed 
by the clerk for giving such receipt.  Unless proof of publication is made to the clerk, the certificate of registration of 
the assumed name is void.  
 
CHANGE OF BUSINESS ADDRESS/OWNER’S NAME(S) 
 
If any person changes his name or his residence address or the address of any place of business in the county where 
such assumed name is being employed after filing a certificate, or if the name of a person is added to any business 
organization for which a certificate is on file, such person shall file an additional, duly acknowledged certificate in the 
office of the County Clerk of the county in which such person transacts business under an assumed name.  The 
certificate shall set out the change or addition, as the case may be.  Such certificate shall also set out the post office 
address of the person.  If any business organization for which such certificate has been filed in any county of this State 
shall remove its place of business to another county in this state, or shall establish an additional location for doing 
business in another county of this State, a certificate shall be filed in the office of the County Clerk of such other 
county and notice of the filing of such certificate of a change or addition of a name shall be published and proof of 
publication made pursuant to the provisions of this section in the same manner as is provided for original certificates to 
do business under an assumed name.  A foreign person or foreign entity may not use an assumed or fictitious name in 
the conduct of its business to intentionally misrepresent the origin or location of the person or entity. 
 
WITHDRAWAL OR CANCELLATION 
 
Any person who has executed and filed the certificate, and who wishes to withdraw his name from the business 
organization shall have the certificate cancelled in whole or in part by filing in the office of the County Clerk where the 
certificate is filed, a supplementary certificate under oath, showing that such person or persons have ceased doing 
business under the assumed name, or that the person or persons executing the supplementary certificate have no further 
connection with or financial interest in the business carried on under such assumed name.  When such withdrawal 
effectuates any change in or transfer of the owners by 25% or more of the total ownership interest in any such business 
organization doing business under an assumed name, then notice of the filing of such certificate shall be published.   
For filing a certificate noting the cancellation or withdrawal of one or more names, the County Clerk shall 
receive a fee of $1.50. 
 
Any person or persons carrying on, conducting or transacting business as aforesaid, who shall fail to comply with the 
provisions of this Act, shall be guilty of a Class C misdemeanor, and each day any person or persons conducts business 
in violation of this Act shall be deemed a separate offense. 


